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Bruce	  Fraser:	  Area	  B	  Candidate	  for	  Area	  Director	  
	  	  
I	  have	  been	  connected	  with	  the	  Shawnigan	  region	  all	  my	  life.	  	  	  I	  was	  one	  year	  old	  in	  1941	  when	  I	  was	  dropped	  off	  the	  edge	  of	  
Cliffside	  wharf,	  to	  be	  introduced	  to	  the	  lake	  rather	  directly	  and	  hauled,	  sputtering	  to	  the	  surface,	  by	  my	  mother.	  	  I	  started	  as	  a	  
summer	  visitor	  and	  graduated	  to	  a	  full	  time	  resident,	  sometimes	  on	  an	  island	  in	  the	  lake	  and	  now	  on	  the	  banks	  of	  the	  Kosilah	  River.	  	  
Recently	  I	  have	  been	  volunteering	  with	  the	  Cowichan	  Environment	  Commission,	  the	  Cowichan	  Water	  Board	  and	  the	  Shawnigan	  
Focus	  community	  newspaper.	  	  Running	  for	  Area	  Director	  is	  my	  idea	  of	  contributing	  further	  to	  a	  community	  to	  which	  I	  owe	  so	  much.	  
	  	  
Community	  service	  as	  the	  Area	  Director	  for	  Area	  B	  begins	  for	  me	  with	  attention	  to	  the	  basics.	  	  Services	  that	  ensure	  clean	  and	  
abundant	  water,	  efficient	  transportation,	  effective	  public	  safety,	  sound	  management	  of	  waste	  and	  thoughtful	  residential	  and	  
commercial	  development	  are	  the	  daily	  bread	  of	  a	  Regional	  District.	  	  These	  must	  be	  provided	  with	  diligence	  but	  also	  with	  concern	  for	  
their	  cost	  in	  taxes	  and	  their	  affordability	  for	  the	  people	  who	  live	  and	  work	  in	  the	  area.	  	  We	  need	  a	  strong	  base	  of	  public	  services	  but	  
their	  costs	  need	  to	  be	  kept	  with	  reasonable	  bounds	  so	  that	  normally	  employed	  people,	  young	  families	  and	  senior	  citizens	  on	  
reduced	  incomes	  are	  able	  to	  live	  comfortably.	  
	  	  
Residential,	  commercial	  and	  industrial	  development	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  a	  major	  focus	  in	  the	  life	  of	  our	  community.	  	  We	  need	  
development	  to	  accommodate	  inevitable	  population	  growth	  and	  to	  provide	  the	  tax	  base	  for	  the	  services	  that	  make	  life	  livable.	  	  	  
Livability,	  of	  course,	  is	  not	  just	  about	  volume,	  but	  about	  quality.	  	  I	  will	  pay	  great	  attention	  to	  the	  planning,	  zoning	  and	  design	  of	  our	  
communities	  so	  that	  what	  we	  build	  is	  both	  economically	  sound	  and	  environmentally	  appropriate.	  	  This	  is	  particularly	  important	  for	  
the	  future	  of	  Shawnigan	  Village,	  Malahat	  Village	  and	  the	  part	  of	  Area	  B	  that	  lies	  in	  Cowichan	  Station.	  
	  	  
Beyond	  basic	  services	  lie	  the	  many	  amenities	  that	  make	  up	  a	  well-‐rounded	  community.	  	  I	  believe	  in	  a	  vibrant	  mix	  of	  community	  
recreation,	  arts,	  culture	  and	  celebrations	  that	  light	  up	  our	  daily	  lives.	  	  I	  support	  the	  diverse	  organizations	  that	  have	  grown	  up	  to	  
sponsor	  everything	  from	  business	  development	  in	  the	  Villages,	  to	  resident	  organizations	  to	  fund	  raising	  walks.	  	  I	  honour	  the	  
hundreds	  of	  volunteers	  that	  make	  such	  initiatives	  possible	  and	  will	  support	  their	  efforts.	  
	  	  
Our	  community	  depends	  on	  the	  natural	  environment	  of	  forest,	  streams,	  lakes	  and	  agricultural	  land	  on	  which	  our	  prosperity	  is	  
ultimately	  based.	  	  I	  believe	  that	  our	  natural	  assets	  need	  to	  be	  managed	  sustainably	  for	  the	  common	  good.	  	  This	  will	  require	  
exceptional	  attention	  to	  stewardship	  and	  extensive	  collaboration	  within	  our	  community.	  	  Shawnigan	  Lake	  along	  with	  its	  inlet	  and	  
outlet	  streams	  needs	  attention	  to	  retain	  its	  water	  quality	  and	  its	  high	  value	  as	  a	  source	  of	  recreation.	  	  The	  forested	  upland	  areas	  of	  
the	  watershed	  need	  to	  be	  managed	  not	  just	  for	  a	  necessary	  forest	  industry,	  but	  also	  for	  security	  of	  our	  water	  supply.	  
I	  will	  encourage	  development	  of	  a	  watershed	  round	  table	  that	  brings	  together	  all	  our	  watershed	  interests	  to	  seek	  balance.	  	  I	  support	  
the	  expansion	  of	  local	  agriculture,	  farmer’s	  markets	  and	  the	  re-‐introduction	  of	  processing	  facilities	  within	  the	  region.	  
	  	  
Local	  governance	  in	  Area	  B	  has	  to	  be	  widely	  consultative.	  	  We	  do	  not	  have	  a	  municipal	  structure	  that	  would	  provide	  the	  focal	  point	  
for	  our	  large	  population.	  	  Until	  such	  time	  as	  the	  issue	  of	  incorporation	  is	  decided,	  the	  many	  voices	  of	  the	  community	  need	  to	  be	  
heard	  directly.	  	  I	  am	  an	  active	  listener	  and	  would	  expect	  to	  be	  in	  regular	  contact	  throughout	  the	  community,	  taking	  up	  issues	  on	  
behalf	  of	  people	  who	  see	  things	  that	  need	  to	  be	  done.	  	  	  Not	  everything	  will	  fall	  within	  the	  jurisdiction	  of	  the	  Regional	  District,	  but	  as	  
Area	  Director	  I	  would	  seek	  out	  the	  places	  where	  influence	  must	  be	  brought	  to	  bear	  and	  advocacy	  must	  be	  advanced.	  
	  	  
	  	  
Dr.	  Bruce	  Fraser	  
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Dr.	  Bruce	  Fraser	  attended	  elementary	  school	  in	  Campbell	  River,	  Nanaimo,	  Vernon	  and	  Vancouver.	  	  He	  graduated	  from	  High	  School	  in	  
Victoria	  and	  completed	  his	  university	  education	  at	  UBC.	  	  During	  his	  youth	  he	  worked	  in	  the	  bush	  helping	  to	  lay	  out	  logging	  roads	  and	  
conduct	  forest	  inventory	  in	  the	  Cariboo,	  surveying	  power	  lines	  in	  Kamloops	  and	  helping	  scientists	  with	  biological	  research	  on	  
Vancouver	  Island.	  	  During	  university	  he	  spent	  a	  year	  out	  teaching	  grades	  7-‐10	  in	  Grassy	  Plains,	  on	  the	  far	  side	  of	  Francois	  Lake,	  west	  
of	  Burns	  Lake.	  After	  graduation	  with	  his	  doctorate,	  he	  joined	  Selkirk	  College	  in	  Castlegar	  just	  as	  the	  community	  college	  movement	  in	  
the	  province	  was	  taking	  shape.	  	  There	  he	  taught	  forest	  ecology,	  biology	  and	  community	  planning	  before	  becoming	  a	  senior	  
administrator.	  	  Throughout	  his	  teen	  years,	  his	  university	  years	  and	  his	  college	  employment	  he	  was	  an	  active	  leader	  in	  the	  Boy	  Scouts	  
of	  Canada	  acting	  as	  a	  troop	  leader,	  scoutmaster	  and	  Regional	  President.	  
	  	  
Bruce	  is	  an	  ecologist	  by	  training	  and	  has	  worked	  extensively	  in	  British	  Columbia	  as	  an	  educator,	  government	  official	  and	  consultant.	  	  
He	  is	  past	  president	  of	  both	  Selkirk	  College	  in	  Castlegar	  and	  Malaspina	  College	  in	  Nanaimo.	  	  He	  spent	  five	  years	  with	  the	  provincial	  
government	  as	  Executive	  Director	  of	  Post	  Secondary	  Education,	  responsible	  for	  development	  of	  programs	  in	  the	  community	  colleges	  
and	  institutes	  of	  the	  province.	  	  As	  Special	  Consultant	  on	  Public	  Involvement	  for	  the	  BC	  Forest	  Service	  he	  developed	  public	  
involvement	  programs	  dealing	  with	  forest	  practice	  issues	  throughout	  the	  province,	  from	  Creston	  watershed	  to	  the	  islands	  of	  Haida	  
Gwai	  and	  authored	  the	  Ministry’s	  Public	  Involvement	  Handbook.	  	  Most	  recently	  he	  spent	  6	  years	  as	  the	  Chair	  of	  the	  province’s	  
independent	  Forest	  Practices	  Board,	  which	  audits	  the	  forest	  management	  performance	  of	  both	  industry	  and	  government.	  	  Recently,	  
he	  acted	  as	  Chair	  of	  the	  province’s	  Task	  Force	  on	  Species	  at	  Risk,	  publishing	  their	  report	  in	  August	  of	  2011.	  
	  	  
Dr.	  Fraser’s	  consulting	  work	  in	  British	  Columbia	  spanned	  17	  years	  in	  facilitating	  land	  use	  planning,	  environmental	  conflict	  resolution,	  
community	  economic	  development	  and	  organizational	  strategic	  planning.	  	  	  This	  work	  took	  him	  to	  all	  parts	  of	  the	  province	  to	  work	  
with	  over	  30	  rural	  communities,	  from	  Fort	  Nelson,	  to	  Golden	  to	  Gold	  River	  on	  their	  local	  economic	  development	  initiatives.	  	  He	  has	  
worked	  with	  organizations	  as	  diverse	  as	  the	  Okanagan	  Nation	  Alliance	  (ONA),	  the	  Vancouver	  Folk	  Music	  Festival,	  Community	  
Caregivers	  and	  the	  Columbia	  Basin	  Trust.	  Bruce	  co-‐developed	  the	  “Mayors	  Institute	  of	  British	  Columbia”	  which	  brought	  rural	  
community	  mayors	  and	  First	  Nation	  Chiefs	  together	  on	  topics	  of	  community	  economic	  development.	  
	  	  
Nationally,	  Bruce	  led	  the	  development	  of	  a	  Dene	  Studies	  Curriculum	  for	  the	  Northwest	  Territories,	  a	  Drug	  and	  Alcohol	  Education	  
Program	  for	  Nunavut	  and	  served	  as	  President	  of	  the	  Canadian	  Bureau	  for	  International	  Education,	  dealing	  with	  the	  welfare	  of	  
international	  students	  in	  Canadian	  universities	  and	  colleges.	  He	  also	  designed	  and	  conducted	  strategic	  planning	  workshops	  for	  major	  
national	  clients	  of	  the	  Samuel	  and	  Saidye	  Bronfman	  Foundation	  out	  of	  Montreal.	  
	  	  
Internationally,	  Bruce	  has	  worked	  in	  20	  countries	  of	  Southeast	  Asia,	  Southern	  Africa,	  the	  Caribbean	  and	  the	  Middle	  East	  on	  strategic	  
human	  resource	  planning,	  education	  development,	  environmental	  management	  and	  forestry.	  	  Notable	  among	  these	  was	  
development	  of	  a	  human	  resource	  plan	  for	  the	  Indonesian	  Ministry	  of	  Environment,	  development	  of	  a	  post	  secondary	  education	  
plan	  for	  the	  Ministry	  of	  Education	  of	  Jordan,	  a	  review	  of	  public	  service	  salary	  organization	  for	  the	  ministries	  of	  the	  Government	  of	  
the	  British	  Virgin	  Islands	  and	  support	  initiatives	  for	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  Asia	  Pacific	  Association	  of	  Forest	  Research	  Institutions	  based	  in	  
Malaysia.	  
	  	  
Dr.	  Fraser	  retired	  from	  the	  public	  service	  in	  May	  of	  2010,	  but	  has	  remained	  active	  with	  the	  Cowichan	  Valley	  Regional	  District	  as	  a	  
volunteer	  member	  of	  the	  Environment	  Commission	  and	  as	  an	  appointed	  member	  of	  the	  Cowichan	  Water	  Board	  that	  is	  dealing	  with	  
the	  comprehensive	  management	  of	  the	  Cowichan	  River	  Basin.	  	  For	  the	  past	  four	  years	  Bruce	  has	  taken	  up	  residence	  in	  the	  
Shawnigan	  Area,	  where	  his	  family	  has	  been	  anchored	  since	  1927.	  	  He	  has	  experimented	  with	  full	  time	  offgrid	  living	  on	  his	  island	  in	  
Shawnigan	  Lake	  and	  has	  recently	  moved	  to	  the	  banks	  of	  the	  Koksilah	  River	  on	  Hillbank	  Road.	  
	  	  
Bruce	  and	  his	  wife	  Sarah	  (Hammond),	  have	  a	  blended	  family	  of	  four	  adult	  children	  and	  siblings	  located	  in	  Nanaimo,	  Duncan	  and	  
Victoria.	  	  Both	  Sarah	  and	  Bruce	  were	  born	  into	  military	  families,	  the	  Frasers	  of	  the	  RCAF	  and	  the	  Hammonds	  of	  the	  Canadian	  Army.	  
	  	  
Bruce	  has	  rendered	  many	  stories	  of	  his	  life	  and	  career	  in	  a	  book	  dedicated	  to	  his	  blended	  family	  entitled	  “Children	  of	  My	  Choosing”	  
which	  is	  published	  and	  available	  on	  Amazon.com.	  

	  


